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A SHORT 


ACCOUNT, &. 


Philadelphia, Tuly 23d, 1798, 
My Dran Six, 


Ox the 16th inſtant congiefs adjourned after a 

ſeſſion of more than eight months, during which a 

variety of important public meaſures have been 

adopted, which I omitted to inform you of as they 

paſſed, becauſe I thought that it would be more ſa- 

tisfactory to wait till the adjournment, and then give 
a general view of the whole. 

The two houſes ſtand adjourned till the firſt 
Monday in December, the day fixed by the conſti- 
tution Gr the annual meeting; but ſhould the ſitua- 
tion of affairs demand their attention in the interval, 
which is highly probable, the Preſident, no doubt, 
will convene them at an earlier day. 
When it was found by a meſſage from the preſi 
dent, and the Inſtructions to our envoys in France, 
together with their Diſpatches, all which you have no 
doubt ſeen, that although the utmoſt length of rea- 
ſonable and juſt concelfian had been gone by our 
government, the e refuled to negb- 
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ciate on fair and honourable terms, or even to re- 
ceive our meſſengers of peace ; and on the contrary. 
demanded a tribute, together with the moſt humili- 
ating ſubmiſſions, as the price of an interview, 
while they continued and increaſed their wanton 
depredations on our commerce; congreſs immedi- 
ately diſcarded all further reliance on negociation, 
and began to prepare for defending, by arms, the 
rights and honour of the country. | 
— Three hundred and forty thouſand dollars were 
immediately voted for fortifying the ports and har- 
bours, and this ſum has been ſince increaſed to four 
hundred and thirty thouſand. One million three 
hundred thouſand dollars were voted for cannon, 
ſmall arms, ammunition, and military ſtores; of 
which thirty thouſand ſtand of ſmall arms, with 
proper accoutrements, are to be depoſited in ſuit- 
able places throughout the United States, for the 
uſe of the militia when called into ſervice, or to 
be fold to them at coſts and charges. Proviſion 
was made, beſides, for the purchaſe of arms and 
equipments for four thouſand cavalry, either militia 
or regulars ; and the Preſident was authoriſed to 
employ one hundred thouſand dollars in the pur- 
Chaſe of founderies for caſting cannon, mortars, 
and ſhot. One regiment of artillery, twelve of in- 
fantry, and fix troops of horſe, were directed to be 
immediately added to the militia eſtabliſhment of the 
United States; which, with the four regiments of 
infantry, one of artillery, and two troops of horſe, 
nao on foot, and ordered to be immediately com- 
pleted, will raiſe the regular. force of the United 
States to nineteen regiments, or about thirteen 
thouſand rank and file. Theſe new troops are to 
be inliſted “ for and during the continuance of the 
exiſting differences between the United States and 
the French Republic, unleſs ſooner diſcharged.“ 
About three thouſand of the whole number, will 
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probably remain on the frontiers where they now 
are ſtationed ; the reſt will be for the general de- 
fence, to act with the militia and volunteers in caſe 
the country ſhould be attacked. A great part. of 
them will probably be raiſed and ſtationed in the 
ſouthern ates; it being there that an attack, if 
made, will be moſt likely to take place. e 
In addition to theſe nineteen regiments, the Pre- 
ſident has been authorized © in the event of a de- 
« claration of war againſt the United States, or ot 
e actual invaſion of their territory by a foreign 
power, or of iminent danger of ſuch invaſion in 
e his opinion diſcovered to exiſt before the next 
« ſeſſion of congreſs,” to raiſe a body of ten thou- 

ſand men, who are to be inliſted for a term not ex- 
ceeding three years, and all whoſe officers he may 
immediately proceed to appoint ; ſo that, ſhould the 
occaſion occur for bringing them into the field, 
they may be ſpeedily inliſted and prepared for ſer- 
vice. Their officers however are to receive no pay, 
or other emolument, till brought into actual ſervice. 
This is called © the proviſional army.” 


The Preſident is alſo empowered to accept the 


ſervice of any volunteer companies who may offer 


themſelves as part of the proviſional army, to orga- 
nie them into regiments or legions, to appoint all 
their officers, and to furniſh them with arms, out 
of the public magazines, either by ſale or loan. 
In cafe of loan their officers are to be reſponſible. 
Theſe volunteers. are to be liable at any moment, 
during two years after the time of their enliſtment, 
to be called into ſervice by the Preſident ; and when 
in ſervice are to receive rations and pay like regular 
troops, and be ſubje& te the ſame regulations and 
diſcipline. They are to clothe themſelves. The 
Preſident may eſtabliſh rules for their training and 
diſcipline when not in actual ſervice ; and during 
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the period of their enliſtment, two years, they are 


exempted from ordinary militia duty. 
Many corps of this kind have already been 


formed, particularly in the towns, and others are 


every where forming. In this city there is a legion 
almoſt complete, conſiſting now of two troops of 
horſe, one company of grenadiers, one of artillery, 
and five of infantry. It is rapidly increaſing ; and, 


it is ſuppoſed, will ſoon amount to two thouſand 
my EEE 


The Prefident has hitherto appointed thoſe 


officers for the volunteers who have been elected 


by the companies; and I underſtand that it is his 


intention always to do ſo, where there is no par- 
ticular objection to the perſon elected. "Theſe vo- 
tunteers, it is expected, will form a very confider- 
able force; which, on emergencies, will be always 
ready to aid the regular troops and the militia. _ 

As to the mihtia, no new arrangements have 
been made. Some changes were attempted ; but 


the ſubject was found full of difficulties; and it 


was, finally, thought beſt, in this moment of dan- 
ger, not to make any alterations, which might, 


perhaps, derange the preſent ſyſtems, and create 


diſcontent or confuſion. | 


For naval defence various proviſions have been 


made. The three frigates ſome time ago ordered 
to be built, have been finiſhed, equipped, and put 
to fea. Finer veſlels, it is thought, have never ap- 


peared on the ocean. Two of them carry forty- 
tour guns cach, and the third thirty-ſix. Theſe, 


and all other public and private armed ſhips of the 
United States, are authorized to capture and bring 
in for condemnation © any French armed veſlel 
„which ſhall be found within the juriſdictional 
line of the United States, or elſewere on the 
high ſeas.” Unarmed ſhips are not to be mo- 
<- Jefted.- N e 
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In addition to theſe three frigates, the Preſident 
has been authorized to procure, equip, and ſend to 
ſea for the protection of our trade, fix veſſels of not 
leſs than thirty-two guns each, twelve of not leſs 
than twenty nor more than twenty-four, ſix of not 
more than eighteen, and a number of revenue cut- 
ters, which carry from 8 to 14 guns each. To pro- 
tect the harbours, bays and inlets, where large veſ- 
ſels cannot go, ten gallies are directed to be equip- 
ped immediately. Theſe veſſels carry two or three 
very large guns, and a number of men, and are fo 
conſtructed as to go into very ſhallow water. They 
will be ſtationed in different places along the coaſt. 

Of the fix thirty-two gun frigates, five are already 
on the ſtocks. Eleven of thoſe between twenty 
and twenty-four have been contracted for, and are 
now rapidly fitting for ſea. One has already failed, 


and ſeveral others are nearly prepared. One of bs 


_ eighteen guns has alſo gone to ſea, and two others 
are contracted for and will ſoon be ready. Mea- 
ſures are taken to procure all the reſt, as well as 
the gallies. So that our naval force will be daily 
increaſing, and in a few months may be very re- 
pectable. When the armament now ordered is 
complete we ſhall have at ſea nine large frigates, 
twelve ſloops of war of from twenty to twenty- 
four guns, fix of from ſixteen to eighteen, about 
ten cutters of from 8 to 14, and ten gallies; 
making in the whole forty-eight ſhips of war : no 
inconſiderable force for the firſt effort of a nation 
which, three months ago, had not an armed veſſel 
afloat, except ſome three ſmall cutters. 1 
An apprehenſion at firſt prevailed that we ſhould. 
find difficulty in manning our ſhips of war; but 
hitherto they have always got their complement of 
ſeamen within a few days after they were ready to 
receive them. Theſe brave and hardy fellows, 
though they have, in . fo little to loſe, ſnewr 
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the greateſt ardour to defend their country. In- 
ſtances have occurred of their preferring to engage 
on board of armed ſhips, at lower wages than they 
might have receiyed in thoſe that were unarmed. 

Several of theſe veſſels are building by patriotic 
ſubſcriptions of private perſons, who loan the money 
to government at ſix per cent, repayable at its-con- 
venience, and ſuperintend the work themſelves, 


under the direction of the navy department. Thus 


the money is procured on very eaſy terms, and the 
veſſels are built far cheaper, and in leſs time, than 
could be done by the public. It is thought that, at 


leaſt, three large frigates, and nine or ten ſloops of 
war will be built in this manner. The merchants 
of Philadelphia have undertaken one of forty-four 


guns, for which they have ſubſcribed nearly one 
hundred thouſand dollars. About the ſame ſum. 
has been ſubſcribed at Baltimore, one hundred and 


twenty-five thouſand at Boſton, between ſixty and 
ſeventy thouſand, as nearly as I can recollect, at 


New York, and conſiderable ſums at various towns 
in Maſſachuſetts and New Hampſhire, and at Nor- 


folk, Alexandria, Richmond, and Peterſburg in Vir- 


ginia. The whole amount of private ſubſcriptions. 
is eſtimated at ſix hundred and forty thouſand dol- 
2 One gentleman at Boſton ſubſcribed ten thou- 
and. „ 3 00) 16 ed 

The merchant ſhips having been permitted to 
arm for their defence, and to capture French pri- 


vateers, a very general armament of that kind is 


rapidly going on, Cannon was very ſcarce, and 


ſtill is not plenty; but when a whole nation ſets to 
work, and is in earneſt, it ſoon ſurmounts every dif- 


ficulty. The ſupply of arms is every day increaſ- 


ing; and we may expect that in a few months, our 


trade will be in a ſituation to defend itſelf, with the 
aſſiſtance of the public ſhips of war. ; MO MER 


The firſt blow was ſtruck ſome weeks ago by the 


capture of a French privateer on our coaſt, which 
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had made prize of ſome of our ſhips, and then had 
the impudence to run into our harbours for pro- 
tection againſt the Engliſh cruiſers. She was taken 
by one of our ſloops of war, and has been con- 
demned. | bs 5 1 
ln the mean time, as a method of bringing France 
to reaſon, and ſaving our merchants from her wanton 
ſeizures, all commercial intercouſe with her or her 
dominions has been ſuſpended, till an accommoda- 
tion of the differences between this country and her 
ſhall take place; and as ſhe has not only violated, in 
numerous inſtances, the treaties between the two 
countries, but continues to do fo, and refuſes to 
lien to any demand of reparation, a law has been 
pate by congreſs declaring thoſe treaties no longer 
inding on the United States. In conſequence of 
this law, the Preſident has ſuſpended the French 
conſuls in this country from the function which they 
_ exerciſed under thoſe treaties. © 36: eld 
Thus far have we gone defenſively. We take 
French armed ſhips, which cruiſe for the purpoſe 
of annoying our trade, and we prepare with vigour 
for repelling their attacks by ſea and land: but we 
do not attack her unarmed ſhips, or make repriſals 
for the injuries ſhe has done us. Many perſons 
were of opinion that we ought to go the laſt lengths, 
and declare war; which they deemed the moſt 
manly and honourable courſe, as well as the ſafeſt : 
but others thought it beſt to confine ourfelves to de- 
tence and preparation, and leave the French either 
to diſcontinue their attacks, or to declare war, as 
they might think beſt. This courſe was finally 


| adopted. Nothing 18 more difhcult than to con- : 


jedcture what will be the conduct of France in con- 
ſequence of our meaſures. She may perhaps draw 
back, and by ſome apparent conceſlions try to 
avoid an open war. This perhaps would be her true 
policy; but I am inclined to think that ſhe will 
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purſue a contrary courſe, and endeavour at all 
events, to enforce her demands. Earlier reſiſtance, 
and vigorous preparation a year ago, on our part, 
might probably have prevented her from taking the 
ground; but having taken it, her pride, the paſ- 
ions of her rulers, and perhaps their policy, will 


probably forbid her to recede. Whatever may be 


her determination, I am convinced that with the 
union and ſpirit now diſplayed by this country, we 


have nothing to fear from .her vengeance. We 


poſſeſs, I have no doubt, the means of creating a 
maritime force ſuperior to any ſhe can bring againſt 


us, even ſhould ſhe make peace with England. And 


as to invading our country, ſhould ſhe have the 
raſhneſs to attempt it, ſhe will ſoon find that the 
Americans have infinitely increaſed in means fince 
'76 without decreafing in ſpirit. Her forces would 
not advance far into the country, before they would 


de met by an army of one hundred thouſand men, 


led on by Waſhington, and compoſed 6f freemen 


fighting, and prepared to die, for their laws, their 


religion, and their families. This is a ſort of reſiſt- 
ance to which ſhe has not hitherto been accuſtomed. 
'The meaſures already adopted are conſidered as 


the beginning, only, of preparation. Should France 


drive us into a ſerious war, far other exertions will 


be called for, and will, I have no doubt, be made. 
The expence of theſe preparatory meaſures, in- 


cluding one year's ſupport of the additional troops, 


is eſtimated at nine millions of dollars, viz. 340,000 
for fortifications; 1, 00, 000 for arms, military ſtores, 


&c. 200,000 for ere of cavalry and carrying 
into effect the proviſional army bill; 3,370,000 for 


the naval armament; and 3,700,000 for the new 
troops. Should the proviſional army be brought 
into ſervice, its expences for a year would amount 


as eſtimated, to 3,500, 000 dollars; and the volunteers 
and militia, if called out, will alſo require a conſi- 


II 


derable expence. Theſe objects, however, are con- 
tingent, and not likely ſoon to happen. The cer- 
tain expences, directed by law, amount to nine 
millions. „ 3 
To defray theſe expences, we poſſeſs the fol- 
lowing means. Firſt, a balance of our ordinary re- 
venue above our ordinary expenditure. In the laſt 
year, the year 1797, the impoſt and tonage duties 
produced, 7,549,649 dollars; a million more than 
the product of 1796, and about two millions more 
than that of 1795. New impoſts, to the eſtimated 
amount of at leaſt 500,000 dollars, have been added 
fince 1795, but did not operate on the revenue of 
1796 or 1797, This, added to the product of 1797, 
without any allowance for increaſe, would raife the 
product of 1798 to eight millions. But if we allow 
one million for decreaſe, on account of the preſent 
circumſtances, which is more than I believe will 
take place, ſtill we ſhall have ſeven millions for the 
product of impoſt and tonage duties in the preſent 
year. The internal duties laſt year, ariſing from 
ſtills, ſpirits, carriages, retailers' licenſes, ſugar re- 
finers, and auctioneers, produced, 575,491 dollars. 
In the preſent year 600,000 may be expected from 
them; perhaps more. The poſt office produces 
50,000; and public ſtock and bank ſhares held by 
the United States, 160,000. From the ſale of wetl- _ 
tern lands 40,000 may be expected. The ſtamp- 
act went into operation on the Iſt of July, and may 
be taken at 400,000 annually, which, for the re- 
maining half of this year, is 200,000. Theſe vari- 
aus ſums added together, give eight millions and 
fifty thouſand dollars for the parmanent revenue of 
the preſent year. — e . 
The ordinary expenditure will amount to 
6,721,787 dollars; of which 1,121,494 are for the 
ſupport of the civil governmem in all its various 
branches; 352,000 for paying awards under the 
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Britiſh treaty ; 1,238,730 for the old military eſtab- 
liſhment; and 4,009,561 for the intereſt of the pub- 
hc debt and the reimburſement of the principal. 
This aggregate of ordinary expenditure deducted 


from the amount of revenue ſtated above, leaves a 


balance of 1,328,213 dollars, to be applied to the 
extraordinary expences. Add fo this the ſum of 


two millions laid, for one year, on lands, houſes, and 
faves, in a manner which will be hereafter explain- 

ed, and the ſum of 640,000. dollars, eſtimated as 
the amount of ſubſcriptions for building veſſels, and 


they give an aggregate of about four millions for de- 
fraying the extraordinary expences. Deduct this 
ſum from the amount of thoſe expences, which is 
nine millions, and there remains a balance of five 


millions ſtill to be provided. This the Preſident is 


authoriſed to borrow on the beſt terms that can be 


obtained, and the ſurplus of impoſt and tonage du- 


ties, beyond the permanent appropriations charged 
on them, is pledged to pay the intereſt and princi- 


pal of the loan. "Theſe duties, we have ſeen, amount, 
on the moſt moderate eſtimate, to ſeven millions of 


dollars; the permanent appropriations charged on 


them, which are for the civil liſt, and the intereſt of 


the public debt, do not exceed 4,500,000. So that 
the fund, as ſolid an one as any government poſ- 
ſeſſes, is amply ſuſficient for loans to the amount of 
twenty millions inſtead of five, ſhould it be neceſ- 


ſary to borrow to that extent. The faith of the 
United States is moreover pledged to make up an 


deficiency. In ſhort, I am perſuaded that the pecu- 
niary reſources of this country, like its military and 


maritime reſources, have, as yet, been but ſlightly 
touched. Our whole ſyſtem of taxation, including 


the direct tax of two millions laid by congreſs in the 
preſent ſeſſion, amounts only to about ten millions 
of dollars; which divided among a population of 


probably fix millions of fouls, gives one dollar and 


13 
one-third for the annual contribution of each per- 
ſon. In many parts of the country this is one day's 
labour; in moſt parts not more than two; and no 
where more than three. If we ſuppoſe one-fourth 
of this ſix millions to conſiſt of perſons capable of 
ſupporting themſelves, and paying taxes, by their 
labour, and then divide the whole amount of the 
taxes among that fourth, it will come to ſomething 
more than fix dollars each; a ſum which, with 
common induſtry, a perſon may earn in ten days or 
leſs. Thus we find that the whole of our contributions 
to government, as now increaſed, amount to about 
ten days labour in the year, for each perſon capa- 
ble of labour. Let this be compared with the ſtate 
of other countries, even ſuch as are moſt flouriſhing 
and happy, and it will be found that we pay no- 
thing in compariſon with them. I have no doubt, 
for my own part, that we might pay twice as much, 
or even three times, were it neceſſary, without in- 
convenience; provided a ſkilful ſyſtem were adopted 
for the collection, and ſteadily purſued. 
l! muſt beg your pardon, my dear fir, for this di- 
greſſion, if ſuch it ſhould be thought. I intended 
it by way of anſwer to the inſinuations of thoſe, 
and ſuch there are, who are ſo fond of telling us that 
we are not able to ſupport the expence of protedt- 
ing our property and our rights. 55 
This leads me to explain the nature of the direct 
tax, and the manner in which it is apportioned, laid, 
and collected. All the details cannot be brought 
within the compaſs of a letter; and they are the leſs 
neceſſary, ſince the laws themſelves have been pub- 
liſhed, and ſome pains have been taken to diſtribute 


them through the country: but I will preſent you _ 


with the out-line. _ 3 5 

The tax, amounting to two millions of dollars, is 
Jaid on lands, dwelling-houſes, and flaves. This is 
perfectly equal; becauſe, although there are ſlaves in 
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ſome ſtates, and not in others, yet, as each ſtate has 
its part of the tax fixed, it muit pay that part whe- 
ther it has flaves or not; and what it does not raiſe 


from flaves, it muſt raiſe from lands and dwelling- 


houfes. All flaves under 12, and above 50, are ex- 


empted, as well as all ſuch as are exempted by the 
laws of the ſtate where they are. The others pay 


half a dollar each. All dwelling-houſes, which, 


with the out-houſes belonging to them, and the lot 


on which they ſtand, not excecding two acres for 
any one houſe, are worth leſs than 100 dollars, are 


alſo exempted ; and fo are all lands which are ex- 


empted by the laws of the ſtate where they he. All 
ether lands and dwelling houſes are to pay accord- 


ing to a valuation. The dwelling-houſes are to be 


valued with the out-houſes belonging to them re- 


{pectively, and the lot on which they ſtand not ex- 
ceeding two acres in any caſe ; and the lands, with 


all wharfs and other buildings upon them, except _ 
dwelling houſes, above the value of one hundred 


For the purpoſe of making theſe valuations, each 


fate is thrown into a ſuitable number of diviſions, 


with a commiſſioner in each; and the commiſſioners 
in the ſtate form a board for ſuperintending and 


| conducting the buſineſs.# This board divides the 


ſtate in a proper number of aſſeſſment diſtricts, and 
appoints in each, one principal aſſeſſor, and a ſuitable 
number of aſſiſtant aſſeſſors, whoſe duty it is to collect 


liſts of all the lands, dwelling-houſes, and ſlaves, 


and to value the former, under the direction of the 
commiſſioners. The property is to be deſcribed in 


In South Carolina, for example, there are five diviſions, and a 
proportionate number in every other ſtate. The firſt diviſion in 
that ſtate, conſiſts of Charleſton and Georgetown diſtricts; the fe - 
cand of Cambden and Cheraw; the third of Pinckney and Waſh- 


ington; the fourth of Ninety-ſix ; and the fifth of Orangeburg and 
Beaufort. | — 
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à very particular manner, and every precaution is 


uſed to prevent the valuations from being unequal. 
The valuations being finiſhed, and a record of 
them, and of the liſts whereon they are founded, 
being made in each aſſeſſment diſtrict, an abſtract of 
the whole, together with the original liſts, is trank- 
mitted by the board of commiſſioners to the ſecre- 
tary of the treaſury; and he iſſues orders to the ſu- 


perviſor of each ſtate, to proceed to the aſſeſſment 
and collection of the tax; for which purpoſe the 
ſuperviſor may appoint as many collectors as he 
thinks fit. Having before bim the valuation of 


every houſe, and tract or lot of land, in the ſtate, 
and an enumeration of all the ſlaves liable to taxa- 
tion, he proceeds to aſcertain how much will be 


raiſed on the ſlaves, and deducts the amount from 
the ſum payable by the ſtate. He then aſſeſſes on 
every dwelling-houſe valued, with the out-houſes, 


and lot, at more than one hundred and not more 
than five hundred dollars, one fifth per cent. or 
twenty cents in the hundred dollars, on the amount 


of its valuation; on thoſe above five hundred and 
not more than one thouſand, three tenths per cent.; 


on thoſe above one and not more than three thou- 
ſand, four-tenths per cent; on thoſe above three 


and not more than ſix thouſand, five-tenths, or one 


half; on thoſe above ſix and not more than ten 
thouſand, ſix-tenths; on thoſe above ten and not 
more than fifteen thouſand, ſeven-tenths ; on thoſe. 
above fifteen and not more than twenty thouſand; 


eight tenths; on thoſe above twenty and not more 


than thirty thouſand, nine-tenths ; and thoſe above 


thirty thouſand, one per cent. Having aſcertained | 


what, according to theſe proportions, will be raiſed 
upon dwelling-houſes within the ſtate, he deducts 


— that amount alſo from the ſum payable by the ſtate, 


and the balance, if any, is laid upon the lands, ac- 
cording to the valuation, and at ſuch rate per cent. 
2 . 
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as will be ſufficient to make it up. This rate the 
ſuperviſor fixes. IS 
Should the flave and houſe tax amount to more 
than the ſum payable by the ſtate, the ſuperviſor 
muſt reduce the rates on houſes, ſo as to bring it 
down to that ſum: and there will, in that caſe, be 
no tax on the lands. hes; 1 . 
Hence it appears that houſes of a high value pay 
much more, in proportion, than thoſe of a low one. 
A houſe worth 100 dollars, for inſtance, pays but 
one-fifth per cent. or twenty cents; while one of 
30,000 dollars value, and there are. many ſuch, 
eſpecially in the great towns, will pay one per 
cent, or 300 dollars: five times as much in pro- 
portion as the former: This goes upon the prin- 
ciple of a tax upon expence, not a tax upon 
capital; that being conſidered as the true criterion 
whereby taxes ought to be apportioned: and 1t is 
ſuppoſed that the houſe in which a man lives will 
0 generally ſpeaking, a tolerably exact indi- 
cation of his means of expenſe, and of paying 
taxes; conſequently that a man who lives in a 
houſe worth 30,000 dollars muſt have an income 
which will enable him go pay 300 dollars, as eaſily 
as one inhabiting a houſe worth only 100 dollars 
can pay 20 cents. Thus the burden is made to 
fall on thoſe who are able to bear it, and on every 
one in proportion to his ability. VVV 
When the proportions to be paid by ſlaves, 
houſes, and lands, reſpectively, are thus fixed, the 
ſuperviſor iſſues his warrant to certain officers to be 
appointed in each aſſeſſment diſtrict, called furvey- 
ors of the revenue, whoſe duty it is to aſcertain the 
amount payable by each perſon in the diſtrict, and 
make out collection lifts accordingly. This done, 
the lifts are delivered to the collectors, who pro- 
ceed to the collection of the tax. Each collector 
muſt, as ſoon as he receives his liſt, advertiſe, in at 


\ 


7 

leaſt four places within his diſtrict, for all perſons to 
come and pay the tax, and he mult call on thoſe 
who do not attend, and demand it from them. It 
they do not pay within twenty days after the de- 
mand, he may proceed to collect it by diſtreſs of 
their goods, except beaſts of the plough, arms, 
houſehold furniture; and the neceflary apparel of 
the family. Should the tax, or any part of it, re- 
main unpaid for a year, lands may be ſold ; but the 
owner may redeem them, at any time within two 
years after the ſale, by the payment or tender of 
the amount of the tax, with colts and charges, and 
twelve per cent. intereſt. VVV 
Fach collector, before receiving a tax liſt for col- 

lection, muſt give bond and ſecurity for double the 

amount contained in the liſt. He muſt account 
monthly for the monies he receives, and may be re- 
moved and compelled to deliver up his liſts, if 
guilty of any miſconduct, beſides being liable to 
the action of the party injured, He muſt make a 

final ſettlement of his accounts within 13 months, 
under pain of becoming liable for the whole 


amount of his liſts, and having his lands and goods, 


with thoſe of his ſecurities, ſold to raiſe the money. 
Many other precautions are uſed to prevent au 
and inſure a ſpeedy collection and payment by the 
collectors. 5 VVV 
Ihe commiſſioners receive three dollars per dax 
cach, while employed in the duty of their office, be- 
ſides the ſum of 150 dollars as a general compen- 
ſation. The principal aſſeſſors have one dollar and 
an half per day, while ſo employed; and the aſſiſt- 
ant aſſeſſors, from one dollar to one and an half, 
according to the nature of their buſineſs. The 
ſurveyors of the revenue, who are to be permanent 
officers, are compenſated by certain fees on the 
buſineſs they do. The ſuperviſors have one half per 
cent. on the amount of all monies received and 
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| RY over by them under the act, the inſpectors one 
quarter per cent. and the collectors five per cent. 
The expenſe of collecting the tax therefore will be 


about ſeven per cent. That of the valuation will 


Ly 


be more conſiderable; perhaps 200,000 dollars, or 
ten per cent: buta valuation once made will ſerve 
for ſeveral years, probably ten or twelve ; and when 


"renewed will coſt leſs than the firſt time. 


This tax is laid for only one year, and is not in- 


tended to be made permanent, unleſs the ſtate of 


far from being impoſſible that the public exigen- 
"e168, eſpecially i in caſe the war ſhould ena 


the finances ſhould abſolutely require it. Probably, 
however, it will be continued from year to year for 


ſome time. Perhaps it may be reduced, and it is 


uch - 
as to require great exertions, may render an in- 


creaſe of it abſolutely neceſſary. 


The whole ſum, two millions of dollar: 18 4 


. vided among the ſtates according to their reſpective 


numbers, including two-fifths of the ſlaves. By 


this apportionment, New-Hampſhire pays 77,705 
dollars; Maſſachuſetts 260,435. Rhode-Iſland 


37,502. Connedicut 129,767. Vermont 46,864. 
New-Y ork 181,687. N ew-Jerſey 98,387. Penn- 


ſylvania 237,177. Delaware 30,430. Maryland 


152,599. Virginia 345,488. Kentuckey 37,643. 


North-Carolina 192,697. Tenneſſe 18,806. South- 


Carolina 112,997, and Georgia 38,814. Of the 
whole amount, it is ſuppoſed that flaves will pay 


130,000 dollars, dwelling houſes about 1,000,000, 
and lands, conſequently, about 870,000. 


Such is the nature, amount, and mode of 1 


lection, of this tax, which would not have been 
neceſſary had not the conduct of France compelled 


us to arm; but which, 1 am fully perſuaded, the 


Americans will moſt cheerfully pay, when they re- 
flect that the money is to be employed, not in pay- 


1 ing tribute to a foreign nation, but in defending 
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their own rights, honour, and independence. For: 
ſuch objects as theſe, I am even perſuaded that 
double the amount would, if neceſſary, be paid 
with cheerfulneſs. e THO pd. $23 EY 
The laſt advices from our commiſſioners were 
received about the 20th of June, and bear date on 
the 3d and 4th of April. General Marſhall, one 
of the commiſſioners, brought them. It appears 
by theſe diſpatches that Generals Pinckney and 
Marſhall, finding all hope of an accommodation, on 
other than diſgraceful terms, to be quite at an end, 
reſolved to return home, to which the French go- 
vernment, not finding them diſpoſed to yield up 
the honour of their country, made no objection. 
General Marſhall, therefore, embarked for America, 
and General Pinckney went to the ſouth of France 
where his daughter's health made it neceſſary fort 
her to remain Gmc time. The directory detained 
Mr. Gerry, with a view, as he ſtates in his letter to 
the Preſident, of drawing him again into diſcuf- 
ſions about a loan; in other words a tribute ; but 
he declares his intention of concluding nothing in 
the abſence of his colleagues. He 1s known, by 
this time, to have received the new inſtructions 
ſent by the Preſident on the arrival of the firſt diſ- 
patches; and, in conſequence of them, he is, pro- 
bably, on his way home; for they direct the com- 
miſſioners to liſten to no propoſition about a loan, to 
Hold no intercourfe with the French government, 
except through agents publickly and regularly ac 
credited, and to leave France immediately, unleſs 


_  offically received by the directory, in a manner 


ſuitable to their- character, and to the dignity of 

their nation. It being, moreover, judged im- 

proper that one of theſe commifſhioners ſhould 

remain in France to conduct, alone, a buſineſs 

for which. three had been appointed, the Preſi- 

dent as ſoon as he found that Generals Pinckney 
= + SS 
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and Marſhall were diſmiſſed, ſent Mr. Gerry poſt- - 


tive orders to return immediately. 


To refuſe to treat with two commiſſioners of cha- 


racters ſo highly reſpectable, and retain the third in 


hopes of wheedling him into conditions diſnonour- 
able and ruinous to his country, Is very conformable 


to French policy and French ſyitems ; but it is 


highly inſulting to this country, and leads to con- 


ſequences, which, if not reſiſted, muſt prove wholly 


deſtructive of its independence. [t amounts to 


ſaying, © when you have a diſpute to ſettle with us, 


you ſhall not chooſe the negoclators, but we will 
chuſe them; they ſhall not be ſuch perſons as you 
can truſt, but ſuch as we like, as we may think the 
moſt manageable. When a nation ſubmits to con- 


duct like this, its independence is a mere ſhadow; 
the ſubſtance is gone. 


From this it appears that the arrival of General 


; Pinckney and Mr. Gerry may be hourly expected; 
but nothing has been heard from either of them 
ſince the 4th of April. 


We have, however, much more Mean intelli- 


gence from Europe; as late indeed as the 12th or 
45th of May. Theſe accounts contain ſome indi- 
cations, though as yet not clear or certain, of a 

new and approaching rupture between France and: - 
the great continental powers of Europe. It is very 


generally reported in Europe, and many appear- | 
ances tend to confirm the opinion, that the Empe- 
rors of Ruſſia and Germany, and tie King of Pruſſia, 


_ alarmed, moſt juſtly no doubt, at the ſub ugation of 
Switzerland, and the evident deligns of France 


againſt the independence of all neighbouring ſtates, 


deſigns which experience proves that no faith of 
treatics, no regard to the rights of others or her 
own engagements, can reſtrain her from attempt 


ing to accomplith, have projected, and are on the 


point of forming, a new coalition for ihe purpoſe 
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of checking her progreſs, reprefling her ambitious | 
enterpriſes, and reſtraining her within her ancient 
limits. If ſuch a coalition be formed, every friend 

of mankind, I think, muſt wiſh its ſucceſs. There 
is no danger of any attempt being made by it on the 
independence of France, and to reſcue that of other 
nations from her deadly gripe, muſt be a moſt laud- 
able undertaking ; for how ever imperfect the go- 
vernments of thoſe nations may be, they have 
found, to their woe, that their former ſtate was 
bliſsful compared to that whereto France, under 
pretence of making them free, has reduced thoſe 
who have truſted to her deceitful promiſes, or ſunk 
beneath her power. 

The hiſtory of all ages proves that no mon 
is ſo dreadful as that of a toreign maſter. Of this 
bitter cup the Dutch, the Belgians, the Italians, the 
Swiſs, and part of the Germans, are now drinking; 
and other nations will drink to the very dregs, un- 
leſs by a vigorous, timely, and combined reſiſtance, 

they repreſs the progreſs of theſe deceitful and 
mercileſs deſtroyers. 
By the lateſt accounts there appears Wade to 
believe that the invaſion of England, ſo long threat- 
cned, is at length given up. At leaſt on the 15th 
of May there was no appearance of its being at- 
tempted. England is well prepared to reſiſt with 
unanimity and vigour, ſhould a landing take place. 
In the mean time her fleets {till block up thoſe of 
France, Spain, and Holland in their own ports. It 
is difficult to conceive how an army is to be ſent to 
England, when hardly a ſhip, or even a boat, of her 
enemies, can put to fea without TIE: into her ; 

hands. ; 
As to the W ſituation of France we . 
but little, all the preſſes being held under the moſt 
llaviſh control by the Directory, and permitted to 
publiſh nothing at Which it can take umbrage. It 
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has appeared, however, that the late elections were 
very tumultuous, and that the Directory influenced 


them by the moſt open and violent means. Some 


perſons diſagreeable to it were, notwithſtanding, re- 


turned; but they were excluded from their ſeats, 


to the number of about eighty, without the leaſt 


ceremony, or any other proof than a meſſage from 
the Directory. es 3535500 
Thus we ſee that the conſtitution is completely 


ſubverted, the legiſlature perfectly enſlaved, the 


right of election wholly annihilated, and a military 
deſpotiſm, in the hands of the Directory, firmly 


eſtabliſhed ! Such is the liberty which France has 


gained by ſeven years of civil and external war, by 


the ſlaughter of two millions of her people, the ut- 
ter ſubverſion of property, the baniſhment of reli- 
gion, the total corruption of morals and manners, 


and the deſtrution of ſo many monuments of hu- 
man art and induſtry both in her own territories and 
_ thoſe of her neighbours ! 15 i 


For my own part, I am inclined to think that 


the military power of France, by which her people 
have hitherto been dazzled, and kept blind to the 


miſeries of their own ſituation, is approaching faſt 
to the period of its decline, if not already arrived 


there. Her vaſt expenſes, ſupported rather by do- 


meſtic and external plunder than by a regular ſyſ- 


tem of taxation, already exceed her means, as it is 


ſaid, in the proportion of one third; or a million of 


livres, about 200,000 dollars each day. A regular 
and judicious ſyſtem of taxation, however extenſive, 
has a tendency, when combined with good govern- 
ment and the protection of perſons and property, to 
invigorate induſtry, and thus conſtantly reproduce 


the means of its own ſupport. Plunder, on the 


other hand, deſtroys induſtry, by deſtroying the ca- 


pitals wherewith it is carried on, and taking away 
ts ſtrongeſt, perhaps its only effectual incitement, 
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the hope of poſſeſſing its fruits in ſecurity. It real- 
izes the fable of the boy and the golden eggs, and 
reſembles the conduct of a man, who, inſtead of em- 
ploying his money and living on the income, ſhould 
put it into his cheſt, and live on the principal. 
This is the condition of the French Government. It 
ſüubſiſis by plunder, and the ſources of plunder are 
_ very ſoon exhauſted. Already its pecuniary embar- 


raſſments are exceſſive. It with great difficulty 


pays its army; its civil officers it does not pay at all. 
They ſubſiſt by private plunder and corruption, as 
the government does by public. Hence the anxiety 
of Talleyrand to | ban from us, for his private 
purſe and that of certain members of the directory. 
Hence the anxiety of the Directory to obtain a loan. 
Hence the corrupt agreement between Merlin, one 
of its members, and the owners of privateers, whom 
he protected in their piracies for a ſhare of the ſpoil. 
Theſe embarraſſments, from the nature of things, 
muſt increaſe. At length it will become impoſſi- 
ble to pay the armies, who will then revolt or de- 
ſert, or perhaps do both in part; and then the go- 
vernment, which exiſts not but by their ſupport 
mult fall to the ground. Strong ſymptoms of the 
approach of this ſtate of things have already ap- 
Powe, -- om fr ie Uo. 
N On the other hand, the great neighbouring powers 
muſt be every day more and more alarmed at the 
hoſtile deſigns and ambitious plans of France, be- 
coming daily more manifeſt and exorbitant. They 
cannot long remain ſilent ſpectators of her progreſs. 
They muſt oppoſe, or be devoured. In the mean 
time her exceſſive tyranny, her inſolent conduct, 
her exorbitant and inſatiable exactions, muſt in- 
creaſe, day by day, the hatred and animoſity of thoſe 
nations over whom, by fraud or force, ſhe has ob- 
tained dominion ; and they will, in all probability, 
receive with open arms, and aid with all their 
=, 
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might, the arnues which ſhall enter their countries 
for the purpoſe of attacking her. It was among 
the peaſants of Germany, once her friends, that, 
after they had taſted the cup of her abominations in 
her invaſion of 1795-96, ſhe found the moſt deadly 
foes; and, moſt probably, it will be among the 
Swifs, the Italians, the Dutch, and Belgians, that, 
on the ſlighteſt reverſe of fortune, ſhe will find the 
moſt dreadful implements of Divine Vengeance. 
Nor can ſhe expect to be {ſupported by that en- 
thuftaſm which has been, heretofore, ſo efficacious 
in rendering her arms triumphant. It was an en- 
thuſiaſm created in the French by the idea of reſiſt- 
ing a foreign yoke, in ſupport of their national in- 
dependence; and it induced them to ſacrifice every 
thing, ſubmit to every thing, and ſuffer every thing. 
But how can this enthuſiaſm be felt for the defence 
of forcign conqueſts, and the glory of a government 
the molt deteſtable, and probably the moſt deteſted, 
that ever was on earth! A government which 
openly profeſſes every ſpecies © profligacy, ſubſiſts 
by univerſal pillage, and maintains its power by 
_ perpetual acts of the moſt atrocious deſpotiſm ! _ 
It is for theſe reaſons that I have thought the 
power of France likely to fall as rapidly as it has 
riſen : and they ſhould induce us to be the more de- 


termined in our reſiſtance, from a hope that it will 


be ſucceſsful without any painful efforts. But I 
declare to you, my dear fir, that I find reaſon 
enough for reſiſtance, independently of theſe. So, 
J have no doubt, will you. Were France in poſ- 


ſeſſion of England, the moſt formidable bulwark _ 


- againſt her power in the old world, and were Auſ- 
tria, Ruſſia, and Pruſſia humbled at her feet, as 
Spain and Sardinia are, ſtill I ſhould have no idea 
of yielding.. After fighting her on the ocean, to 
the laſt, and contending every inch of ground with 
her on the atlantic ſhore, I ſhould be for retiring 
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with the remnant of the nation, beyond the moun 
tains or the Miſſiſſippi, and there, like our brave 
forefathers, who, for the love of freedom, pene- 
trated theſe, at that time, inhoſpitable wilds, open- 
ing to ourſelves, amidſt deſarts and their ſavage in- 
habitants, an aſylum for ſelf-government and na- 
tional independence. This, in my mind, and, I 
have no doubt, in your's too, would be happineſs 
compared with the dominion of a French procon- 
ſul; who, under the name of a miniſter, ſhould dic- 
tate to our government, and inſolently ride over the 
heads of our conſtituted authorities; or place in 
power thoſe among ourſelves, whoſe worthleſſneſs 
thould render them fit and A oa inſtruments | 
of his pleaſure. 
That ſhe will attempt to invade us, unleſs her 
affairs in Europe keep her too fully employed, 1 
think highly "fable. The only way to avert the 
danger, A to Lo prepared to meet it; to ſhew a good 
countenance, make vigorous preparations, and ſtand 
ready to give her a good reception. Seeing this, ſhe 
may probably keep away. 
_ Having troubled you, my dear fir, with this long 
letter, for which my deſire to give you all the infor- 
mation in my power about our public affairs, muſt 
be my apology. I conclude with begging you to 
be aſſured of the very ſincere relpes, and good 
| wiſhes of 


Your very humble ſervant, 


| ban 8 
> ROB. G. HARPER. 
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